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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRUSSELS 3640 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, BE, GR, TU, CY 

SUBJECT: BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTER TO VISIT ATHENS AND ANKARA 

1. UNCLASSIFIED. BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN 
ANNOUNCED APRIL 23 THAT FOREIGN MINISTER VAN ELSLANDE 
WOULD VISIT ATHENS ON APRIL 29 AND ANKARA ON APRIL 30 
PURSUANT TO STANDING INVITATIONS FROM HIS GREEK AND 
TURKISH COUNTERPARTS. VAN ELSLANDE WILL BE ON RETURN 
LEG OF TRIP TO CHINA WITH PRIME MINISTER. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN LOU. FOREIGN MINISTRY CHIEF OF NATO AFFAIRS 
INFORMED US APRIL 24 THAT VAN ELSLANDE PLANS TO EXPRESS 
BELGIAN CONCERN OVER PRESENT SITUATION WHICH DIVIDES 
THESE COUNTRIES WHICH ARE NATO ALLIES AND ALSO COUNTRIES 
INTERESTED IN FURTHERING THEIR ASSOCIATION WITH THE 

EC-9. HE HAS NO PLAN TO OFFER BUT WOULD BE WILLING TO 
PLAY GO-NETWEEN ROLE IF GREEKS AND TURKS WISH TO 
USE HIM IN SUCH A CAPACITY. END LOU FIRESTONE 
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